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. . . . . . Figure 77: Plan View of Base Median Pedestrian Refuge
Figure 75: Plan View of Pedestrian-supportive Median Pedestrian Refuge

Figure 78: Elevation View of Base Median Pedestrian Refuge
Figure 76: Elevation View of Pedestrian-supportive Median Pedestrian Refuge
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Perpendicular Street Medians and Pedestrian Refuges

The crossings of the streets that intersect Grant Road will in many cases be more of a challenge for
pedestrians than the crossings of Grant Road itself. Pedestrian refuges, areas within the crosswalk protected
by a raised median on either side, should be provided at any intersection that is at least 4 lanes wide (see
Figure 79). At major intersections where double-left turns are required, the design concept is to provide a
raised median between the left turn lanes and the parallel traffic lanes as well as the standard raised median
between the opposing lanes and the left turn lanes. This breaks up the crossing into manageable distances
for pedestrians between those places where they may be in conflict with traffic. The wider of these medians
will be provided with a pedestrian crossing push button and in the cases of pedestrian-supportive crossings
will have a pedestrian safety light.

Multi-Purpose Pole
with Pedestrian Light

T 1

Scored Concrete Paving

Hand Railing

Truncated Domes

Figure 79: Medians and Pedestrian Refuges at Major North-South Cross Street to: Grant Road
(double left turn lanes between medians) Refuge

Channelize right turn with pedestrian “island”

Channelized right turns are needed from a vehicular traffic perspective when a signal controlled right turn
movement would lead to excessive congestion. This is a particular concern along Grant Road, because the
use of indirect left turns at major intersections increase the number of right turn movements as vehicles
return to the intersection to make a right turn “to complete their left turn movement.” Channelized left turns
can also make pedestrian movements through intersections more of a challenge, as drivers making the right
turn may expect to have unimpeded movement. As discussed elsewhere in this design concept report, the
channelized right turns for Grant Road will be designed to control vehicular speed and provide for safer
pedestrian crossings while maintaining the vehicular benefits of a non-signal controlled intersection.

The streetscape design for the “islands™ at channelized right turns, the area where pedestrians wait to cross
the main road segments of the intersection are intended to create a comfortable — shaded and buffered —
location for pedestrians to wait for signal protection to move through the major intersection. The base
improvements provide a speed table crossing across the channelized right turn, a wayfinding sign to direct
pedestrians to surrounding destinations and bus stops, and landscaping for buffering, shading, and general
comfort, see Figure 80 and Figure 81. Pedestrian-supportive right turn islands provide additional
streetscape elements in recognition of the higher level of pedestrian activity in the area. These elements

include a tensile shade structure, pedestrian safety lighting, bollards, and a seat wall, in addition to the base
design elements see Figure 82 and Figure 83.

Multi-Purpose Pole with Truncated Domes

Wayfinding Sign

Multi-Purpose Pole with
Pedestrian Light
Ghost Gum Eucalyptus

Tensile Shade Structure

= »

Ghost Gum / /
Eucalyptus Palo Verde Speed Table Seat Wall Bollard
Multi-Purpose Pole Multi-Purpose Pole

with Wayfinding Sign with Pedestrian Light

Figure 81: Elevation View of Pedestrian-supportive Channelized Right Turn Lane Pedestrian Refuge
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9.3.5.2.2 Left-turn lane segment

The areas of the Indirect Left Turn on either side of the main intersection are where cars queue in the long,
single left turn pocket. This is an important but challenging part of the streetscape—important because these
areas usually lie within what will likely be mixed use pedestrian-oriented centers; but challenging in that the
only space to provide landscaped relief of the 8 vehicle travel and turn lanes is a 6-foot-wide median, see
Figure 84.

As was stated in the median concept, the 6-foot median will feature vertical cacti and other landscaping to
create a sense of enclosure. Linear or sequential public art could also make an impact here because of the
location in the Center.

9.3.5.2.3 Turn-around intersection

The Indirect Left Turn turn-around is the area where vehicles queuing in the left turn pocket make the U-
turn that will send them into the right turn lane where they can complete the indirect left turn sequence on
the Grant Road cross street. This area accommodates a large area of pavement needed for semi-trucks and
other large vehicles to make the U-turn movement. The turnaround also presents opportunities in the
signalized crossing of Grant Road for a Pelican pedestrian crossing, see below, and in the potential for
public spaces or rainwater harvesting “oases” in the areas of remnant right-of-way that often result in the
turn-around “bulb” area.

Figure 82: Plan View of Base Channelized Right Turn Lane Pedestrian Refuge 1 | | ‘ |% | | I\LU i . ! ! ‘ D
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EucalyptusJ Palo Verde Speed Table m T I i ;
Multi-Purpose Pole Figure 84: Grant Road Indirect Left Turn Major Intersection Area

LTI

with Wayfinding Sign . ) . . .
On the outside edge of the U-turn, the median returns to a wide 17-foot median, allowing for an area of the
Figure 83: Elevation View of Base Channelized Right Turn Lane Pedestrian Refuge larger trees that are at the main intersection, and a more “compressed” pedestrian space around the turn-
around.
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The large amount of hardscape necessary for U-turning semi-trucks may reduce or compromise the goal of
the turn-around area being a pedestrian-oriented place. This can be alleviated partly by using decorative
concrete paving in the turn-around areas that will receive less use, see Figure 85. This provides both visual
interest and will help with the speed management of vehicles traveling along Grant Road and for vehicles
that are making a right turn to access driveways and streets that are located in some of the ILT *“bulb” areas.
The concept for paving this area is that the portion of the concrete paving in the “bulb” area would be
separated from the bicycle lane and the transition to the right turn lane by a raised wedge curb, only trucks
and other large vehicles would mount this curb. Some ILT turnaround areas have parking lot driveway and
minor streets connecting through the “bulb™ area to Grant Road. These areas should get a concrete pattern
that is less frequent than the remaining “bulb” area in order to direct vehicles to travel primarily through
these paths.

Because the turn-around area lies at the edge of many Centers, it could also serve as a “gateway” or
transition zone, announcing arrival into a more pedestrian area and providing information about businesses
or identifying signs.
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Figure 85: Scoring pattern study for turn-around area of Indirect Left Turn

9.3.5.2.4 Indirect Left Turn - Pelican

Another key aspect of the turn-around streetscape is the Pelican crossing at nearly every turn-around. The
Pelican takes advantage of the 17-foot median to provide a large pedestrian refuge area that can
accommodate a tensile shade structure in pedestrian-supportive areas. In all cases Pelicans should have
railings to guide pedestrians through the crossing; this is an opportunity for the integration of public art into
the streetscape of Grant Road (see Figure 86 and Figure 87). Pelicans in pedestrian-supportive areas should
also be provided with additional pedestrian safety lighting (see Figure 88 and Figure 89).
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Situated underneath shade Supported by custom poles,
structure for visibility at night provides overhead shade
Figure 88: Plan View of a Pedestrian-supportive Pelican in the Indirect Left Turn-Around Area
Figure 86: Plan View of a Base Pelican in the Indirect Left Turn-Around Area g;;f:t"u'rg';;‘[‘e Faad
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9.3.5.3 Toucan Crossing

The Toucan crossing was developed by the City of Tucson to accommodate a signalized crossing of minor
arterial and collector streets by both bicycles and pedestrians while controlling some vehicular movements
from these streets as a neighborhood traffic calming and bicycle and pedestrian safety tool. As discussed
elsewhere, the Toucan crossings of Grant Road are a new feature that includes design refinements given that
Grant Road is a major divided roadway.

Like the Indirect Left Turn, the design of the Toucan was driven by the mobility and access necessary for
bikes, pedestrians and autos. Yet the Toucan design also yields some interesting streetscape design
opportunities that improve its functional qualities and support the community character and other goals for
the streetscape of Grant Road. The “shadow” of the 17-foot wide median creates the opportunity for a
pedestrian and bicycle refuge in the center of Grant Road, see Figure 90.

Figure 90: Plan View of Toucan Crossing

9.3.5.4 Bus Stops

All bus stops along Grant Road will be greatly enhanced from their condition today, meaning that they will
include shelters, pedestrian-scale lighting, kiosks with neighborhood information and business directories,
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and other amenities such as trash receptacles. Similar to the other streetscape elements there are both base
and pedestrian-supportive design concepts with the pedestrian-supportive design adding elements to the
base concept making it relatively easy to upgrade base bus stops in the future. The amenities of the base bus
stops are illustrated in Figure 91 and Figure 92.

5’ x 9" ADA Clear mw

2 [ \ Sun Tran Bus Shelter
Ghost Gum Street Tree

Tall and narrow to conform to
constrained space of sidewalk

Trash Receptacle

Lighting

Custom Grant Road Pole
Poles support pedestrian-scale lighting,
signs, and shade structures.

Figure 91: Plan View of a Base Bus Stop

Ghost Gum Street Tree
Tall and narrow to conform to
constrained space of sidewalk

Custom Grant Road Pole Sun Tran Bus Shelter
Poles support pedestrian-scale
lighting,signs, and shade

structures.

Pedestrian Safety
Lighting

Palo Verde Street Tree

Trash Receptacle

Figure 92: Section/Elevation of a Base Bus Stop

These amenities will be organized around the approximately 200-foot-long bus pullout that will be part of
every Grant Road bus stop. Pedestrian lighting will be interspersed around the entire enhanced bus stop
area, and linking the bus stop to nearby pedestrian crossings of Grant Road. In general, more pedestrian
lighting is provided at pedestrian-supportive bus stops. Street trees will continue through the bus stop to

provide additional shade and if necessary a fence or screen will delineate the bus stop area from adjacent
land uses such as parking lots. Pedestrian-supportive bus stops also include additional passenger waiting
areas with two benches and a vertical sunshade screen as illustrated in Figure 93 and Figure 94.

5’ x 9’ ADA Clear Zo_ne—x

4 : \ Sun Tran Bus Shelter
Ghost Gum Street Tree

Tall and narrow to conform to
constrained space of sidewalk

Trash Receptacle

Lighting

Vertical Shade Structure
Parallel to the street. Louvers

between poles shade waiting passengers.
Wayfinding sign on perpendicular
Custom Grant Road Pole shade.
Poles support pedestrian-scale lighting,

signs, and shade structures.

Figure 93: Plan View of a Pedestrian-supportive Bus Stop

Vertical Shade Structure
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Custom Grant Road Pole
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Lighting
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Trash Receptacle

— ia

Figure 94: Section/Elevation of a Pedestrian-supportive Bus Stop

It should also be noted that there are both 18-foot and 30-foot standard shelters that will be used along Grant
Road. Typically, the smaller shelter is the standard with the larger shelter being provided when ridership
reaches adequate levels. The design concept for the bus layouts locates all streetscape elements, with the
exception of the trash receptacles, so that the elements will work with either an 18-foot or a 30-foot shelter
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at the stop. This provides flexibility for changes in ridership over time while minimizing the expense of any
shelter changes.

Several bus stops are located on the median of a local access lane which presents the challenge of getting
transit riders to cross the local access lane between the stop and the sidewalk in a safe and convenient
location (Figure 95). This is facilitated by providing a raised crosswalk with a speed table which helps to
highlight the crossing for pedestrians while contributing to speed management of the vehicles on the access
lane. Also, transit riders will have their circulation focused between the shelter and the crosswalk by
minimizing the concrete paving at the stop on the median. As with other stops the concrete area and the
streetscape elements will be located to work with either of the two shelter sizes. The design concept
illustrates a covered trench drain adjacent to the speed table in order to manage stormwater within the access
lane; in some locations this may be designed to feed into a water harvesting feature in the adjacent
landscaped areas.

GRANT ROAD 5'x8.5” ADA

clear zone
Trench drain at Pedestrian
speed table safety light

P T\ safety light |

Single shelter

Tk Sy

1 Raised crosswalk at sgeed table d

H—f

T

%‘{— ; %E-
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Figure 95: Plan of Bus Stop at Local Access Lane Median

The enhanced bus stops present several opportunities for public art, either integrated in the many amenities
or in the small public spaces that will exist at most bus stops. Public art could in turn help bus stops become
identifiers for the centers, districts or neighborhoods they serve.

Special bus stops — there are two bus stops along Grant Road that are provided to primarily serve transit
and bus service other than Sun Trans buses. One of these is a bus stop near to the Southern Arizona
Association for the Visually Impaired (SAAVI) which will primarily serve shuttles and as a drop-off
location for their clientele. The other is the longer bus pull out that will be provided in front of Doolen
School for school bus service. The SAAVI stop can be designed similarly to the other bus stops along Grant
Road, the potential for special design features such as a tactile wayfinding sign and public art designed to
relate with SAAVI clientele should be considered in the final design of this stop. For the Doolen School
stop a design concept has been prepared that provides for increased landscaping both within the public right
of way and within the school property that ties in with the landscape character of the street. The visual
buffering of the landscape will be important in this area, as it is likely that the realignment and
improvements to Grant Road will result in the removal of the trees that exist today between the school
buildings and Grant Road (Error! Reference source not found.). In addition, the provision of pedestrian

safety lighting along the sidewalk should be provided for given the times of year when students may be
present early in the morning or after dusk.

Additional trees to replace

t d bet id Ik
rees remored beven side \ DOOLEN SCHOOL

/— Palo Brea trees

Ghost gum trees Pedestrian Safety

. : Lights

Figure 96: Plan of Bus Pull Out at Doolen School

9.3.5.5 Minor Street Intersection
These are the signalized intersections on Grant Road that are not Indirect Left Turns, including Fontana, Park, and

Columbus. These intersections do not have the benefit of a 17-foot median for the crossing of Grant Road because
they have left turn lanes on Grant Road. The pedestrian refuges for these crossings must be fit into the 6-foot medians.

9.3.5.6 Special Streetscape Treatments adjacent to Public Spaces

There are several locations along the frontages of Grant Road where either public spaces exist today (the
triangle park west of the Campbell intersection) or where new public open spaces could be provided in the
future (the Alvernon Transit Plaza, several small pocket parks within the right of way, and other
opportunities). The design of these open spaces can be integrated with the streetscape treatment along Grant
Road to greatly enhance the public realm of the street while also making these open spaces more visible
from the street which should enhance their use and safety. Three of these locations are highlighted in the
following sections.

9.3.5.6.1 Alvernon Transit Plaza

During the final design of several phases of the Grant Road Improvement Project properties will be acquired
that are partially utilized for the roadway and opportunities may exist to use the excess property for another
public use, such as an open space. In some cases these open spaces can be an enhancement to the
surrounding area and provide for additional pedestrian and transit rider comfort and safety. One example is
the northwest corner of Alvernon and Grant. This location has high volumes of pedestrian activity and
transit ridership, and in addition a high concentration of multifamily housing exists in the surrounding area
while relatively little public open space is available in the area. The surrounding residents, passing shoppers,
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and transit riders could use the open space for passive recreation and gaining a respite from surrounding
activity.

Large, riparian :
Arizona Ash trees_—
watered by cistefr

and rainwater
“oasis”
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Rain garden
filtering and
infiltrating water
running into
cistern

Seat wall

Water harvesting swale feeding cistern

N e

GRANT ROAD

Outline of Rain-catching
underground public art piece
Pedestrian-supportive bus stop cistern (funnels rainwater

to underground
cistern)

Figure 97: Plan of Alvernon Transit Plaza

Figure 97 and Figure 98 illustrate a design concept that visually integrates the adjacent bus stop along
Grant Road with the transit plaza. A rainwater harvesting swale could be provided between the adjacent
parking and the bus stop as a buffer and piece of green infrastructure. The swale could flow to a rain water
detention area between the hardscaped plaza and surrounding parking areas. Rainwater could flow through a
swale to a cistern at the corner of the plaza that could be “capped” with a public art piece functioning as a
shading device and “rain catcher”; see Figure 99 for an example rain catcher photograph. A small pump
could use water from the cistern to maintain Arizona Ash trees planted in the detention/rainwater oasis.

The design concept for the Transit Plaza serves multiple functional and educational purposes at this
prominent location within the Grant Road project area.
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Figure 98: Section/Elevation of Alvernon Transit Plaza

Figure 99: Rainwater “Catchers” (Source: Landscape Architecture)
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9.3.5.6.2 Campbell Triangle Park

The triangle park at the northwest corner of Campbell and Grant Road is the only public open space along
Grant Road in the project area, and it is very underutilized. There is also a publicly owned parcel used for
stormwater detention adjacent to the park at the corner of the two streets. These two spaces are not
integrated with each other and the pedestrian realm along Grant Road does not take advantage of these
adjacent public spaces. Figure 100 and Figure 101 illustrate a design concept for taking advantage of this
confluence of public space to the benefit of the pedestrian realm along Grant Road. Transit riders waiting at
the adjacent bus stop help to achieve the goal of activating the park and increasing safety for its potential
users.

Existing stormwater

Existing Park space retention feature

Existing trees

0ld alley access
ALLEY

New park edge, with trees and seat walls

Tl

Pedestrian
safety
light GRANT ROAD

Pedestrian-supportive bus stop

Figure 100: Plan of Campbell Triangle Park

The design concept flairs open the sidewalk at the corner of Grant and Campbell to make a small plaza
space that ties together the pedestrian circulation from the crosswalks and the sidewalks that converge here
and opens up a vista from the corner towards the bus stop. Benches and seat walls provide opportunities for
pedestrian to stop and appreciate the landscape, and at the park edge a crushed rock path could be provided
along the edge of the park allowing park users to use the seat walls as well as transit riders.

Existing tree

New
Palo Brea

New
Ghost Gum

l o e B L e 8 sy,
k\ New seat wall \
New crushed rock path Existing park Existing

space alley

New
sidewalk

NEW GRANT ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY

Figure 101: Section/Elevation of Campbell Triangle Park

9.3.5.6.3 Pedestrian Realm Opportunities

Several opportunities exist for unique pedestrian realm design treatments in locations where the new
roadway alignment shifts away from the existing alignment for a short distance. These places can become
pocket parks, larger water harvesting and landscape features, etc. An area with this condition exists at the
northeast corner of Campbell and Grant, see Figure 102. The existing right of way aligns with the front of
the commercial buildings in this area while the alignment of the future Grant Road shifts to the south as it
passes through the intersection. This allows for the sidewalk to widen into a small plaza space in front of the
adjacent storefronts; café or restaurant tables can be placed in front of the businesses while maintaining the
desired 8-foot or more width to the sidewalk.

At several places along the future Grant Road, at the ends of local access lanes and adjacent to indirect left
turn turn-arounds, the shift in alignment of portions of the road leaves a widened corner with the public right
of way. These areas can become small park spaces and enhanced water harvesting areas. Figure 103
illustrates a pocket park and rainwater harvesting oasis at the southeast corner of Warren Avenue where a
Pelican crossing comes into the south side of the street. This space also provides an additional buffer to
adjacent residences and allows the sidewalk along Grant Road to extend straight across Warren to the
sidewalk along the adjacent local access lane to the west.
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Figure 102: Plan of Campbell Intersection Northeast Corner
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Figure 103: Plan of Pocket Park at Warren Avenue Intersection
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10 COMMUNITY CHARACTER AND VITALITY PLAN

The Grant Road Improvement Plan includes the creation of a Community Character and Vitality Plan
(CC&YV Plan) to guide the future land use patterns, urban form of development, and economic vitality of the
properties along Grant Road with the intent of taking advantage of the public investment in the expansion of
the roadway and the positive improvements of the road’s design character.

The Community Character and Vitality Plan will: :

= Refine current area and neighborhood plan land use and design guidance for properties along Grant
Road—through an amendment to Area and Neighborhood Plans;.

= Guide future land use change to achieve the community’s vision for the form and scale of future
development;.

= Primarily dealing with non-residential and mixed use properties, not existing single-family residential
uses;.

= Focus on the relationship and buffering between development along Grant Road and the neighborhoods
behind;.

= The City will not initiate rezoning of any properties as part of the Grant Road planning effort.

10.1 Starting Points for the Plan

The CC&YV planning efforts have been guided by the existing area and neighborhood plans for these
properties, the Vision Statement and Guiding Principles of the Grant Road Improvement Project, and the
on-going public involvement and education efforts of the project.

The concepts that have been explored have also been shaped by both technical considerations of real estate
development, existing policies and practices, and the urban design and land use expertise of the planning
team and city staff. The starting point for public input was the community conversations and the existing
planning policies for the study area. Through a public involvement process and work with the Grant Road
Task Force, this led to the definition of the Vision Statement and Guiding Principles for the Grant Road
Improvement Project.

10.2Vision Statement and Guiding Principles

The following are elements of the Vision Statement and Guiding Principles that are most related to the
CC&V effort.

Vision Statement Excerpts

The community values the scale, character, and diversity of the neighborhoods and businesses along Grant
Road and the Plan will reflect these values. The Plan will recognize the diversity of residents and
independent businesses along Grant Road, and will help them to revitalize the places in which they live and
work.

The Plan will strive to improve the visual character and quality of Grant Road and the land uses along it,
and it will define Grant Road as a unique and vital place that ultimately enhances the community and
region as a whole.

Guiding Principles
Character and Vitality

Character and Vitality mean the health of the places surrounding Grant Road — neighborhoods and
businesses, public space and activity, and private investment. Character and Vitality define the overarching
goals for aspects of the study area such as housing, neighborhoods, employment, and public space. Through
character and vitality, the Plan will work to enhance, in a fair manner, the economic and social
environment of neighborhoods and districts by doing the following:

2.1 Preserve and enhance the scale and character of existing residential neighborhoods by
providing appropriate transitions and buffering from Grant Road and the uses fronting onto it to
the neighborhoods behind.

2.2 Support opportunities for a range of options for housing tenancy and housing type which serve
and expand upon the diversity of residents who live along and nearby Grant Road.

2.3 Support the viability of small, local, and independent businesses.

2.4 Preserve and enhance opportunities for a range of employment along Grant Road, including
restaurants, retail, manufacturing, construction, repair, service, professional office and medical
jobs.

2.5 Create a cohesive public realm that adds new public spaces to existing parks, plazas, schools and
other community gathering places; forming an accessible network that supports and is supported
by the design and function of Grant Road, and the neighborhoods and businesses along it.

2.6 Build on the attraction and strengths of community and social service organizations to revitalize
districts and enhance the public realm with activity along Grant Road.

2.7 Develop districts with multiple uses and shared parking that will be destinations for
neighborhood residents as well as people from the region at large.

2.8 Recognize the differences in demographics, environment, scale, neighborhoods, business types,
and other aspects of character; and use them to reinforce the identities of Grant Road’s
Community Character Segments.

2.9 Work to create safer environments that discourage crime and increase personal safety.

2.10 Support and build upon ethnic diversity in relation to the social and economic vitality in the

Grant Road Study Area.

2.11 Encourage private investment that revitalizes opportunity sites along Grant Road.
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Aesthetics and Environment

3.1 Create an aesthetically pleasing, comfortable, inviting environment, both in the street right-of-
way and in adjacent public spaces, that is framed by the buildings and landscapes that front Grant

Road.

3.2 Enhance the identities of Grant Road’s Community Character Segments through the creation of

business clusters, streetscape design, and other elements.

3.4 Capitalize on Tucson’s culture, through urban form, architectural styles, public art, and other

elements.
Vision and Implementation
4.6
4.7

Rely on policies and programs in addition to physical improvements in achieving the vision.

Coordinate new development and revitalization with new and existing amenities and multimodal
infrastructure.

10.30verview of Area and Neighborhood Plans

Area and neighborhood plans are an instrument of Tucson’s land use policies that sit between the
Comprehensive Plan of the entire city and the zoning ordinance that is applied to specific zoning districts.
Area and neighborhood plans are the policy documents that are referred to when a property owner decides
to rezone their property. The plans provide policies, and for some plans land use designations, that define
the range of potential future zoning designations that would be applicable to a property; however, the
policies of the area and neighborhood plans tend to be general, some plans are over 10 years old, and are not
always strongly related to the goals and issues that stakeholders have identified during the Grant Road
CC&V planning process.

Still, most of existing plans define centers and districts of activity along Grant Road, similar to what is being
proposed in the Grant Road Plan.

10.4Centers and Districts — an organizing structure for Grant Road

The CC&V planning effort has identified a series of centers and districts that have specific use, built form,
and community character considerations (Error! Reference source not found.). These characteristics are
based on a combination of existing conditions, market feasibility, and the desires and needs of property
owners and the surrounding community.
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Figure 104: Centers and Districts along Grant Road

Centers

Centers are areas where concentrations of activities occur around the intersection of Grant Road with other
major roads, such as Oracle, Tucson Boulevard, and Alvernon. Centers are destinations with a mix of uses
that vary in size, scale, and diversity of uses. Centers may provide services to the region, and may also be
designed to be compatible with the residential neighborhoods around them.

Districts

Districts are the more linear areas that line Grant Road between the Centers, and they provide support uses.
Districts have a certain character and set of uses that typically includes a smaller scale and different building
orientation. While some Districts contain auto-serving uses, they also should support pedestrian and bicycle
movement along Grant Road.

Center - Character Images

District - Character Images

The location and design characteristics of the Centers and Districts along Grant Road are being determined
by a combination of:

e Analysis of existing characteristics and market opportunities

e Existing policies of the Area and Neighborhood Plans along Grant Road

e Feedback from property owners and businesses

e Input from the broader public through the Grant Road public participation process

10.5Key Community
Character and Vitality
Issues

The CC&YV Plan will address a number of

key issues. The following highlights

several issues that are most strongly

related to the design within the right-of-

way of the future Grant Road.
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10.5.1 Contribute to Pedestrian Activity and Safety

The use of a context sensitive design approach in developing the roadway and streetscape design for Grant
Road will result in a future road that creates a more pedestrian supportive environment. The CC&V Plan
WI|| set gmdellnes and policies to create the pedestrian supportive context that will take best advantage of
— ? Grant Road’s redesign. Design concepts that the CC&V Plan will

i support include:
e Providing for “eyes on the street” by orienting buildings so
that they prowde entrles and wmdows in proximity to Grant
§Fey ' Road. The occupants
of the building see
what is happening on
the street, and people
moving along Grant

Road, particularly
along its sidewalks
and public spaces,

know that they are

= = being observed. This

helps to create a safer and more active street life along Grant
Road.

e Allowing for and encouraging outdoor seating for restaurants
and cafes, and outdoor display for retail and service
establishments in support of pedestrian activity.

o Prowde on-site public gathering places with shade and shelter from the weather, and high-quality
lighting at night.

Provide pedestrian circulation from the public sidewalk to adjacent buildings are shaded and well lit.

e When parking must front onto Grant Road, provide a buffer between the parking and the sidewalk.
The photos illustrate (above) a good and a bad example of how parking can front onto a sidewalk.

10.5.2 Outdoor Seating

The character and safety of the public realm along Grant Road can be strengthened by providing outdoor
seating that brings activity adjacent to the sidewalk. To do this effectively, the visibility of dining and other
activities must be balanced with the need to provide a comfortable environment for patrons. The illustrated
design (right) concept provides a wall with some open areas so that this balanced character is achieved.

10.6Protecting and Enhancing Neighborhoods

The existing mismatch between the regional traffic and auto-oriented nature of Grant Road and the quieter
residential character of most adjacent neighborhoods has led to much discussion of the need to protect
neighborhoods from the negative aspects of Grant Road; many policies of the area and neighborhood plans
address this issue. The CC&V Plan will define guidelines for the transition of building massing to the

smaller scale of neighborhoods, buffering, and other site design issues. But it will also include discussion of
design concepts that are more closely related to the transportation functions of Grant Road.

s

ASTAURANT/BAR COURTYARD SEATING GRANT ROAD

Restaurant and bar
outdoor patio areas
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An urban design approach for the creation of “gateway” neighborhood traffic calming feature has been
developed, as illustrated in the concepts and photos below. This design feature can be used at the
transition point between neighborhoods and commercial areas on the smaller streets that intersect with Grant
Road. The combination of a neck-down and speed-table can provide both a gateway and a small public
gathering place.

Seating plaza or
| pocket park at

entry to the

neighborhood

-
Gateway landscape
feature and “speed
table” provide
traffic calming at
entry to
neighborhood

\

T

—

Photos: www. péd bikeimages.org-Dan Burden

10.7 Next Steps for the Grant Road Community Character and Vitality Plan

Development of the Community Character and Vitality Plan (CC&V) will continue through the remainder
of 2010 and much of 2011, and will result in a stand-alone document, focused outreach to the community to
address key design and policy content, and on-going work with the Citizen Task Force to achieve their
endorsement of the Public Review Draft of the CC&V Plan. It is currently expected that the Public Review
Draft will be released in the early spring of 2011 with the Planning Commission and Mayor and Council
hearings occurring in the late spring and summer of 2011.
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APPENDIX A — GRANT ROAD, ORACLE ROAD TO SWAN ROAD,
FINAL DESIGN CONCEPT REPORT, ROADWAY PLANS AND
TYPICAL SECTIONS

The Grant Road, Oracle Road to Swan Road, Final Design Concept Report, Roadway and Drainage
Improvements, 30% Construction Plans, were reviewed by City of Tucson staff. Comments provided by
City staff were logged and are part of the Construction Plans dated October 2010.

098134001
2010 10 01 GRIP DCR 101
October 2010

Grant Road Improvement Plan
Design Concept Report



