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10.5.1 Contribute to Pedestrian Activity and Safety 
The use of a context sensitive design approach in developing the roadway and streetscape design for Grant 
Road will result in a future road that creates a more pedestrian supportive environment. The CC&V Plan 
will set guidelines and policies to create the pedestrian supportive context that will take best advantage of 

Grant Road’s redesign. Design concepts that the CC&V Plan will 
support include: 

• Providing for “eyes on the street” by orienting buildings so 
that they provide entries and windows in proximity to Grant 

Road. The occupants 
of the building see 
what is happening on 
the street, and people 
moving along Grant 
Road, particularly 
along its sidewalks 
and public spaces, 
know that they are 
being observed. This 

helps to create a safer and more active street life along Grant 
Road. 

• Allowing for and encouraging outdoor seating for restaurants 
and cafes, and outdoor display for retail and service 
establishments in support of pedestrian activity.  

• Provide on-site public gathering places with shade and shelter from the weather, and high-quality 
lighting at night. 

• Provide pedestrian circulation from the public sidewalk to adjacent buildings are shaded and well lit. 
• When parking must front onto Grant Road, provide a buffer between the parking and the sidewalk. 

The photos illustrate (above) a good and a bad  example of how parking can front onto a sidewalk. 

10.5.2 Outdoor Seating  
The character and safety of the public realm along Grant Road can be strengthened by providing outdoor 
seating that brings activity adjacent to the sidewalk. To do this effectively, the visibility of dining and other 
activities must be balanced with the need to provide a comfortable environment for patrons. The illustrated 
design (right) concept provides a wall with some open areas so that this balanced character is achieved. 

10.6 Protecting and Enhancing Neighborhoods 
The existing mismatch between the regional traffic and auto-oriented nature of Grant Road and the quieter 
residential character of most adjacent neighborhoods has led to much discussion of the need to protect 
neighborhoods from the negative aspects of Grant Road; many policies of the area and neighborhood plans 
address this issue. The CC&V Plan will define guidelines for the transition of building massing to the 

smaller scale of neighborhoods, buffering, and other site design issues. But it will also include discussion of 
design concepts that are more closely related to the transportation functions of Grant Road. 
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An urban design approach for the creation of “gateway” neighborhood traffic calming feature has been 
developed, as illustrated in the concepts and photos below. This design feature can be used at the 
transition point between neighborhoods and commercial areas on the smaller streets that intersect with Grant 
Road. The combination of a neck-down and speed-table can provide both a gateway and a small public 
gathering place. 
 

 

10.7 Next Steps for the Grant Road Community Character and Vitality Plan 
Development of the Community Character and Vitality Plan (CC&V) will continue through the remainder 
of 2010 and much of 2011, and will result in a stand-alone document, focused outreach to the community to 
address key design and policy content, and on-going work with the Citizen Task Force to achieve their 
endorsement of the Public Review Draft of the CC&V Plan.  It is currently expected that the Public Review 
Draft will be released in the early spring of 2011 with the Planning Commission and Mayor and Council 
hearings occurring in the late spring and summer of 2011. 
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APPENDIX A – GRANT ROAD, ORACLE ROAD TO SWAN ROAD, 
FINAL DESIGN CONCEPT REPORT, ROADWAY PLANS AND 
TYPICAL SECTIONS 

 

The Grant Road, Oracle Road to Swan Road, Final Design Concept Report, Roadway and Drainage 
Improvements, 30% Construction Plans, were reviewed by City of Tucson staff.  Comments provided by 
City staff were logged and are part of the Construction Plans dated October 2010. 

 


